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This page: the ‘White House’ on
a little cape in Rosseau, Ontario,
Canada. The lake is part of the
famous Muskoka lakes where
building cottages and boathouses
has reached a whole new level.
Right-hand page: Tamara Bahry,
the owner of the White House,
out on the lake.PAINTED 

BLACK
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The house was originally built in 1959

and was designed by a member of the

Harvard Five from New Canaan, 

Connecticut, USA. It stayed within the

family for which it was built until 

Tamara Bahry and her partner 

Rob White bought it in 2014. 

Tamara fell in love with the original 

design the moment she saw it and 

loved all the wood and glass.

The location was perfect: it was built on

a point, with views to all sides, lots of

privacy and only 30 feet from the water. 

Alhtough the house was painted 

black, it was called ‘The White House’.

Above: the main living space of the white house with the fire place in the center. The sofa on
the left is custom made through The Summerhouse Group and upholstered with Perrenials
Fabrics. The kitchen quartz countertops are by Caesarstone. The cabinetry comes from Otley
Design  and the counter stools available from Lock + Quay. Custom steel range vent hood and
the suspended lamp are by the Summerhouse Group. The cooking appliances are by Wolf. The
Walk-in cooler is from Canadian Curtis Refrigeration. In the master bedroom a bed and night-
stands from EQ3 Canada. Suspended lights at bed is from Lock + Quay.

The White House has quite a history as it was designed by a member of the 
Harvard Five from New Canaan, Connecticut, USA. This a group of architects that
settled there in the 1940s: John M. Johansen, Marcel Breuer, Landis Gores, Philip
Johnson and Eliot Noyes. They were all influenced by Walter Gropius, who founded
the Bauhaus in 1919, and thereafter became head of the architecture program at
Harvard. The house stayed within the family who commissioned it until Tamara
bought it in 2014. It is located at a rocky tip of land in Lake Rousseau, one of the
Muskoka Lakes in Ontario, Canada.

At that time the cottage needed lots of work. The original materials did not survived
the harsh winters of Canada and all the electrical and wiring had to be replaced.
Tamara’s goal was to keep the integrity of the original design yet to update the
house with larger windows, higher ceilings while removing the galley kitchen and
adding a floor. She also insisted to keep some large inside walls to display her 
photography. As a Fine Art Photographer Tamara wanted to ensure that there were
some large inside walls to showcase her photography. Some of her collections are
water and nature inspired abstract images taken in the surroundings.   

Tamara: “I retained local Structural engineers Steenhof to help make my vision a
reality. We used builders Sherwood Homes who ended up removing everything
down to the original foundation except for the original Muskoka Granite Fireplace
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in the center of the house which to me was a showstopper. Although the principal
areas are roughly where they were on thw original layout, the entire main floor 
became an open space. At that time, I was reading ‘Loving Frank’ and was inspired
by his approach to design in harmony with humanity and its environment. I learned
to respect his approach to organic architecture.”

She asked local designer Christopher Spraggett of The SummerHouse Group to
help to create her dream. Together they designed the lights fixtures, stair case,
doors, floating shelves and wood textures.

Christopher: “The original cottage was a modern mid-century style house, that had
a lot of charm. It was beginning to show its age and needed to be modernized and
be made functional for a large family, as both Tamara and her husband Rob had
children from previous marriages. The desire was to have the ’soul’ of the original
structure, but to create a new version of its older self, and with a second story to
the original structure.”

The idea was to keep the mid-century aesthetics of the original cottage, with its 
flat roofs and to ad modern, mid-century style furnishings. Important was to 
incorporate earthy organic elements as the large dining table and the side tables
made from tree trunks.”
“Wood for the interior cladding was always desired by Tamara and Rob, but instead
of the more typical local cottage materials as pine and fir, hardwoods were used:
white oak for the floors and walls, and walnut for the cabinetry.”

Contrast of tone and materials were used instead of color. The contrast of black
metals, as seen in fireplace, stairs, windows and other elements, were punctuation
against the warm tones of the woods.
The cottage was completed in the summer of 2015 and has a total of 13 rooms and
four bathrooms.
In addition, there is a guest cottage with a kitchen, bedroom, bathroom and loft
space for extra beds. This is often used as a space for the children and their
friends. A cabana with lounge seating and a full-sized bar is located at the front
dock with plenty of space for large parties. 

Above: the main area with the large sliding
doors and the table made of a tree trunk.
Below: at the water  was a sauna and shed
which Tamara converted to a bar/enter-
tainment area with a drop-down bug screen.
Right-hand page: the front dock at a rocky
tip of land in Lake Rousseau with an au-
thentic Chris Craft runabout.


