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By Richard Todd | Photos by Wanless Photography

Residents of Lawrence Park understand
the importance of giving back to help
others. From running or walking in
marathons, hosting charitable events, or
simply helping out a neighbour in times
of need, our community gives their time,
effort, and resources to support various
causes, bringing us all a little closer
together.

Local resident Tamara Bahry has led the
charge to support various missions to
help people and organizations through
her charitable organization, The Bahry
Foundation.

“My priorityisto give back to causes close
to my heart,” Tamara says. “Through The
Bahry Foundation, | focus on making the
biggest impact possible and highlighting
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important matters involving women and
children, animals, the arts, and others.”

Tamara supports the foundation's
underlying charities by donating the
proceeds from the sales of her fine art
photography. A lifelong lover of the
photographic arts, Tamara credits her
father for sparking her passion for being
behind the lens.

“My dad was a hobby photographer,”
she says. “I grew up surrounded by the
amazing portraits and nature shots
he created. | was given a camera in my
youth, and in high school, | had access
to the darkroom, where | really began to
explore. That then transpired to a love of
telling a story through my lens.”

Tamara’s fine art photography has been
featured in such well-known publications
as American Photo, House & Home, En
Route, Photo Life, Cottage Life Magazine,
and Architectural Digest. She has alsowon
several industryawards from publications
such as American Photo and Photolife
Magazine and Leica Camera for her visual
essays on the aftermath of Hurricane
Maria in Puerto Rico.

Tamara's work has been featured
in prestigious galleries and art fairs
worldwide. It is also included in some
of the most well-regarded private and
corporate collections.

“I'm very proud that my photography
has touched so many people,” she said.
“But I'm even prouder to give back to the
greater society by getting involved in a
broad range of causes.”

Tamara has served on several non-profit
boards and committees. She supports
The Covenant House, Boost Butterfly Ball,
Boost Child & Youth Advocacy Centre,
Baycrest Hospital, TIFF Gala, Partners
in Art, National Ballet of Canada, WWF,
Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, Merry Go Round
Children’s Foundation, and most recently,
Rethink Breast Cancer.

“As a breast cancer survivor,” Tamara says.
“Rethink really spoke to me. It created a
safe environment for me to connect with
others going through the same journey. It
also offered me relevant stories, support,
resources, and a platform to share my
thoughts. It's a pleasure to give back to
this amazing organization.”

Tamara’s also one of the founding
directors of several other charities,
including HART (Human Anti-Trafficking
Response Team), which recently pledged
one million dollars to Women'’s College
Hospital.

“Our collaboration with the hospital will
develop and support the comprehensive
programs and  service  provider
partnerships needed to support the
survivors of human trafficking,” she says.
“Our goal isto enableincreased awareness
oftheissue, assist in the creation of clinical
programs, inform government policy, and
facilitate the strong action required to
stop human trafficking in Canada.”

Her professional life extends into her
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personal life, where, along with her partner Rob (White) she
impresses upon her blended family of six children (Russell, twins
Ava and Sara, Jack, Odessa, and Max, along with the family dog,
Bella) the importance of charity and integrates helping others
into their everyday lives.

Rob was already living in North Toronto when the family first got
together. He wanted to stay in the neighbourhood, where his
twins attended the local public school and he played ball hockey
with other local dads. So the couple purchased an empty lot
where they built their dream home in 2015, creating wonderful
family memories unique to their lifestyle.
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“Rob proposed to me in January 2015 under The STROBAHRY
JAM ski sign at Craigleith Ski Resortin Collingwood,” Tamara says.
“STROBAHRY JAM is an acronym for our family with everyone’s
initials. Proposing to me there made the moment extra special
for our whole family.”

Giving back is core to their family life, and they continually
discover new ways to support foundations that reflect what's
most important to them.
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“I wanted to teach my children about giving back while making
philanthropy a family affair,” she says. “It created a hearth
around which we gather to discuss problems we would like to
see resolved and issues we are passionate about.”

For example, while on a charitable excursion in Kenya, Tamara
and her 3 children happened upon the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust,
a successful orphan elephant rescue and wildlife rehabilitation
program.

“When my children witnessed the poaching of wildlife first hand,
they knew they wanted to contribute towards change,” Tamara
says. “So while we were there, | created a collection called “Out
of Africa,” from which all proceeds go to the trust. We've also
adopted orphan elephants to help support the trust’s mission.”

Back at home, Tamara continues to create new fine art
photography collections to support causes close to the family’s
heart, collecting more awards along the way. One distinction,
however, stands above the rest in Tamara's heart.

“| recently won the Best Smile Portrait at The Toronto Contact
photography festival,” she says. “The photograph captured
my son’s infectious grin - which brought smiles to the faces
of everyone who viewed it. To me, those smiles were the best
award of all!”

Do you know a neighbour who has astory to share? Nominate
your neighbour to be featured in one of our upcomingissues!
Contact us at rtodd@bestversionmedia.com.
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